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and His Influence on Society
	 Borat	Sagdiyev	 is	a	controversial	fictional	character	created	and	played	by	
British	 comedian	 Sacha	 Baron	 Cohen.	 He	 is	 one	 of	 three	 fictional	 television	
host/journalists	made	up	by	Cohen	in	his	HBO	television	series,	Da	Ali	G	Show.	
Recently,	20th	Century	Fox	released	a	movie	staring	Cohen	as	his	character	Borat	















It	has	been	argued	 that	misinterpretations	by	 the	general	Western	public	 in	 the	
post	9/11	era	create	a	stereotype	for	Kazakhstan,	for	which	Kazakhstan	has	little	














Sacha Baron Cohen and his Three Characters
	 Sacha	Baron	Cohen	was	born	and	raised	in	England	and	comes	from	a	Jew-
ish	middle-class	family.	Growing	up,	Cohen	attended	a	private	school	and	in	an	


















street	as	authentic.	After	appearing	as	Ali	G	on	The Eleven O’Clock Show,	a	satiri-


























Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakh-
stan.	Directed	by	Larry	Charles	(most	known	for	his	work	on	Seinfeld	and	Curb 
Your Enthusiasm),	and	co-written	by	Cohen	and	Anthony	Hines	(also	the	writers	
for	Da Ali G Show)	this	movie	was	an	international	hit.	It	was	received	with	great	
attention	 in	Western	 countries,	while	Russia	banned	 the	film	and	Kazakhstan’s	
largest	chain	of	cinemas	will	decidedly	not	be	showing	it.








































































































































	 Additionally,	 the	 elimination	of	Cohen’s	original	website	 for	Borat	with	 the	









	 Kazakh	 President	Nursultan	Nazarbayev	made	 a	 visit	 to	America	 to	meet	
with	George	W.	Bush.	At	around	the	same	time,	there	was	a	placement	of	a	large	












































Examining Borat and His Influence on Society22
in	another	way?	Kazakhstan,	not	being	Western,	would	likely	not	be	aware	of	this	
language	of	power,	and	so	it	is	unfortunate	that	they	are	judged	by	such	standards.	
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